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In the name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful 


Praise be to Allah, and may the salah and salam [of Allah] be 
upon the Messenger of Allah. 
This is a brief treatise on the ruling on singing the Qur'an, 


which I have divided into two chapters: 


01 The ruling on singing the verses of the Noble Qur'an. 


OD? Inclusion of Qur'an in poetry or prose and the ruling on that. 
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Ol RULING ON SINGING THE 
VERSES OF THE see 


Whoever sings the Qur'an or something from the Qur’an has been confused 
by great sin and a major sin. which may in many cases lead to apostasy from 
the religion of Islam - Allah forbid - according to what is encompassed in the 
singing and the situation. For example, if this singing is done by way of 
ridicule, amusement, and play, or as a way to detract from Qur’an or 
something like that. The following methods can explain this: 


First Way: 


Allah, Glory be to Him, combined both the mockery of the verses and 
disbelief/apostasy for aforementioned mockery in the same verse, which 
indicates that anyone/everyone who mocks the verses of Allah is a 
disbeliever. 


The Almighty said: “Then the end of those who did evil was the worst 
[consequence] because they denied the signs of Allah and used to ridicule 
them.” [Ar-Rum 10], so Allah combined denying the verses and making fun of 
them with the same consequence, which is hellfire- and I seek refuge with 
Allah. 


And the Almighty said: “And it has already come down to you in the Book 
that when you hear the verses of Allah [recited], they are denied [by them] 
and ridiculed; so do not sit with them until they enter into another 
conversation” [An-Nisa 140]. Here, He combined mockery with disbelief in 
the verse. 


And the Almighty said: “And if you ask them, they will surely say, “We were 
only conversing and playing.’ Say, ‘Is it Allah and His verses and His 
Messenger that you were mocking?’ Make no excuse; you have disbelieved 
[i.e., rejected faith] after your belief.” [At-Tawbah 65-66] 
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The reason Allah revealed this verse is stated on the authority of `Abdullah 
bin `Umar, who said, "During the battle of Tabuk, a man was sitting in a 
gathering and said, `I have never seen like these reciters of ours! They have 
the hungriest stomachs, the most lying tongues, and are the most cowardice 
in battle.' A man in the Masjid said, `You lie. You are a hypocrite, and I will 
surely inform the Messenger of Allah. ' This statement was conveyed to the 
Messenger of Allah, and also a part of the Qur'an was revealed about it." 
“Abdullah bin “Umar said, "I have seen that man afterward holding onto the 
shoulders of the Messenger's camel while stones were falling on him, 
declaring, `O Allah's Messenger! We were only engaged in idle talk and 
jesting, while the Messenger of Allah was reciting, 

Gab} Ginn ALS dlgdd;9 azsle5 Üi 

("Was it at Allah, and His Ayat and His Messenger that you were mocking") 
[At-Tawbah 65]."' [Tafsir Ibn Kathir Surah Tawbah verses 65-66, Tabaari 
14:555] 


Al-Jassas said on this verse (3/207): “It indicates that whoever mocks the 
verses of Allah and the laws of His religion is a disbeliever.” 


Ibn Qudamah said [Al-Mughni 9/33]: “And whoever insults Allah Almighty 
will be a disbeliever, whether he is joking or being serious. Likewise, whoever 
mocks Allah Almighty or His verses, His Messengers, His books, Allah 
Almighty said, “And if you ask them, they will surely say, ‘We were only 
conversing and playing. Say, ‘Is it Allah and His verses and His Messenger 
that you were mocking? And the mocker should not be considered in the fold 
of Islam until he is disciplined as a deterrent, because if he who insulted the 
Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, was not 
satisfied with repentance, the one who insults Allah Almighty is more 
deserving (of a punishment). 

And an explanation of the evidence of this verse on the kufr(disbelief) of the 
one who sang something from the Qur'an for the sake of amusement, playing 
with it and other things: 
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The First: Allah, Glorified and Exalted be He, ordained disbelief in His 
Almighty saying: “You have disbelieved after your belief,” on mocking Allah, 
the verses, and the Messenger. 


The Second: It appears that those people - or some of them - did not know the 
ruling on this mockery. Therefore, Allah pardoned some of those who 
repented. Yet, they disbelieved, so how about those who sang it for 
amusement and play with those who settled in the act of Muslims, big and 
small, their Sunnis and their innovators, to be respected, glorified, venerated, 
and removed from filth and abomination!? 


The Third: that Allah, Glory be to Him, said about them in their apology, “We 
were only conversing and playing,” and it is known to everyone that the 
spoken word is divided into two parts: serious and jest. Despite this, He did 
not lie to them about pretending to be playing and conversing; instead, He 
made their play a form of mockery. As for the distracted singing of the 
Qur’an, it is considered as only one category; it is joke and play. 


The Fourth: Those who disbelieved even though they did not mention Allah, 
glory be to Him, nor His Messenger, may Allah bless him and grant him 
peace, nor the verses of the Qur'an at all, but Allah, glory be to Him, made 
their words about the companions of the Messenger, may Allah bless him and 
grant him peace, a form of mockery to Allah, His Verses, and His Messenger, 
and made it disbelief after belief. So how about someone who sings the 
Verses of Allah Almighty and plays with them on the lute or other 
instruments!? 


Second Way: 


Allah, Glory be to Him, has denied falsehood and humor from His Noble 
Book: The Almighty said: “Indeed, it [i-e., the Qur'an] is a decisive statement, 
and it is not amusement.” [At-Tariq 15-14] Ibn Abbas said: “by falsehood,” and 
Mujahid said: “by playing.” 1 
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And the Almighty said: “Falsehood cannot approach it from before it or from 
behind it; [it is] a revelation from a [Lord who is] Wise and 
Praiseworthy.”[Fussilat 42]. 


Singing is from falsehood and playing, and Al-Bukhari, may Allah have mercy 
on him, included a chapter in his Sahih that he named “Every Amusement Is 
Falsehood If It Distracts From Obedience To Allah.” Al-Qasim bin 
Muhammad bin Abi Bakr, may Allah be pleased with him, said, “Singing is 
falsehood, and falsehood is in the Fire), and Mujahid called singing falsehood, 
and Al- Shafi’i said: "Singing is disliked, it resembles falsehood.” 


And Ibn Abi Hatim narrated on the authority of Abdullah bin Amr bin Al-Aas, 
may Allah be pleased with him, who said: “Allah sent down the truth so that 
falsehood would be removed by it, and playing, dancing, flute, and 
loudspeakers would be nullified by it. And flowerpots, the lute with which it is 
struck, and the vocals, it was said the sticks, and it was said the tambourines 
as was explained by some of the Companions. 


If Allah Almighty stipulated the Qur’an so that “falsehood cannot approach it 
from before it or from behind it,” then whoever sings it or sings something 
from it has stubbornly defied the Qur'an by doing this. 


Ibn Abi Shaybah narrated on the authority of Imran bin Abdullah bin Talha 
“A man was reciting in the Masjid of The Prophet, may Allah’s prayers and 
peace be upon him, in Ramadan, and he was delighted, so al-Qasim 
denounced him and said, “Falsehood cannot approach it from before it or 
from behind it; [it is] a revelation from a [Lord who is] Wise and 
Praiseworthy.” So look at how this esteemed Tabi’(follower of the 
companions) made the recitation of the Qur'an - rapturous - invalid, even 
though he did not play around with it, make fun of it. What he did is denied, 
so how about the one who sings the Qur’an on instruments of 
entertainment?! 
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Third Way: 


play is one of the characteristics of the disbelievers: 


The Almighty said: “O you who have believed, take not those who have taken 
your religion in ridicule and amusement among the ones who were given the 
Scripture before you nor the disbelievers as allies.” [Al-Ma’idah 57] (And the 
Almighty said: “When you call to prayer, they mock it in amusement. This is 
because they are a people without understanding.” [Al-Ma’idah 58] {and the 
Almighty said:} “But the disbelievers argue in falsehood, ‘hoping’ to discredit 
the truth with it and make a mockery of My revelations and warnings.” [Al- 
Kahf 56] {And the Almighty said about the infidels:} “That is their 
recompense - Hell - for what they denied and [because] they took My signs 
and My messengers in ridicule.” [Al-Kahf 106] {And the Almighty said: “And 
whenever they learn anything of Our revelations, they make a mockery of it. 
It is they who will suffer a humiliating punishment.” [Al-Jathiyah 9], and He 
said Almighty: “This is because you made a mockery of Allah’s revelations, 
and were deluded by ‘your’ worldly life.” So "from' that Day ‘on’ they will not 
be taken out of the Fire, nor will they be allowed to appease ‘their Lord’.” [Al- 
Jathiya 35] 


And whoever sings the verses of Allah, he has taken them in jest and play as 
it is apparent. 


Al-Qurtubi, may Allah have mercy on him, said [3/157]: “It is said to the one 
who ridicules the verses of Allah, “He took them in jest,” and this is said to 
the one who disbelieves in them, and this is said to the one who casts them 
down and does not take them and works with others.” 


Tawhid Corporation 


Fourth Way: 


Allah Almighty said: “But there are some who employ theatrics(i.e., that 
which has no benetit. Described by different Sahabah as shirk (association 
with Allah), misleading stories, frivolous songs, or music but includes all 
which distracts or diverts one from the Qur'an and remembrance of Allah.}, 
only to lead others away from Allah’s Way—without any knowledge—and to 
make a mockery of it. They will suffer a humiliating punishment.” [Luqman 
6], And it was authenticated on the authority of Ibn Mas'ud, Ibn Abbas And 
others, may Allah be pleased with them, an explanation that amusement here 
means singing, and Ibn Mas’ud even swore on it three times. 


The lam here has two meanings according to the singing: 


First: If the singing was not intended to block the path of Allah, then the 
blame is for the consequence, as Allah Almighty says, “And ‘it so happened 
that’ Pharaoh’s people picked him up, only to become their enemy and source 
of grief.”[Al-Qasas 8], meaning that the consequences and outcome of the 
singing is to block the path of Allah - and this will be from the disobedient 
Muslims. 


Second: If the singing is done with the intention of blocking the path of Allah, 
then the blame is for the reasoning, and this is an act from the disbelievers. 


Here he mentioned that the singer is either his condition or his inclination to 
block the path of Allah and take it in mockery - he only sang poetry and the 
like - so how if the singer is singing one of the verses of the Noble Qur’an!? 


Undoubtedly, he is immediately involved in taking it in jest, and it is an 
attribute that only comes from an unbeliever. 
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Fifth Way: 


The scholars have unanimously agreed that belittling the Qur’an is 
kufr(disbelief) and rida(apostasy): 


Al-Saffarini said in [Ghidha al-Albab] (1/414): Imam Al-Nawawi said in "Al- 
Tibyan,” And Ibn Muflih in "Al-Adab” and others: Muslims are unanimously 
agreed that Noble Qur’an must be absolutely glorified, honored, and 
preserved, and they are unanimously agreed that whoever rejects a letter of 
what they have unanimously agreed upon, or he adds a letter that no one has 
read, and he is aware of that, then he is a disbeliever. Al-Qadi iyad said: Know 
that whoever belittles the Our'an or something from the Qur'an, or denies a 
letter of it, or lies in something of what he declared in his ruling from it, or 
denies what he proved from it while he is a scholar, he is a disbeliever 
according to the consensus of the Muslims. 


Singing the Qur'an or something of it is a disregard for it. If a king of the 
kings of this world issued a written decree ordering his subjects to do 
something or forbid them to do something, then one of them sang this decree, 
this act would be considered disrespectful to the king and his order, and he 
would be punished with the most severe punishment. 


Sixth Way: 


There are texts by some scholars on this topic, and I will mention some of 
them: 


Ibn Najim al-Hanafi said in [Al-Bahr Al-Ra'iq: 5/130]: Acts of kufr(disbelief) - 
if someone puts his foot on the mushaf(written copy of the Qur'an) and he 
swears on it with silliness, and by reciting the Qur'an while striking the 
tambourine or rod. 


In [Al-Fatawa Al-Hindiya: 2/267]: “If he recites the Qur'an while playing 
tambourine or flute, he has committed kufr(disbelief).” 
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In [Majma’ Al-Anhar: 1/693]: “In the chapters of Al-Amadiyya, if he recites 
the Qur’an on the sound of a tambourine and reeds, he is a disbeliever.” 


In [Bariqa Mahmudiyah: 2/61]: “Whoever belittles the Qur'an or a letter from 
it, or throws the Qur’an into the dirt, or denies a letter from it, or lies in it, or 
denied what is affirmed in it, or opposes what it denied, or changes a letter 
from it, or added to it, or recited it in jest on the daf(drum).” 


In [Lisan al-Hakam: pg. 416]: “A man who recites [Qur’an] while playing 
tambourine or beating the daf(drum) has disbelieved for belittling the 
Qur’an. 


I said: So look at what they say, if the Qur’an was recited on the “daf” or “the 
rod,” it is kufr(unbelief), even though the daf is permissible in some cases, 
such as singing at weddings. 


As for hitting with a rod, Ibn Qudamah said in [Al-Mughni: 10/174]: “As for 
hitting with the rod, it is makruh(disliked) if it is joined by forbidden or 
undesirable things such as clapping, singing, and dancing. Had it not been 
joined with those things, it is not disliked because it is not an instrument 
alone, nor does it make any sound by itself, unlike how it is used in 
amusement centers. 


If singing the Qur’an or part of it with what is originally permissible, such as 
the rod or in some cases such as the daf is kufr(disbelief) and apostasy for the 
ones who do it, so how about for the ones who do it with what is forbidden by 
‘ijma(consensus), such as the lute and the like!? 
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Seventh Way: 
Singing the Qur'an in mockery is composed of two aspects: 


First Aspect: is that the act of singing itself is a form of fun and amusement 
and this is known by unanimous agreement - even according to the testimony 
of one who deviated from the People of Knowledge and permitted it, Ibn 
Hazm - as he said in his treatise on the permissibility of singing “A Treatise of 
Entertainment Singing, is it Permissible or Prohibited!?” [Majmu’ Risala: 
4/417], so he called it a ‘distraction,’ and said singing the Qur’an is playing 
and having fun with it - and we seek refuge with Allah. 


Second Aspect: is that the scholars had unanimously agreed - before Ibn 
Hazm's irregularities - on the prohibition of singing, there are many accounts 
of them in this section, and the consensus was narrated by many of them; Ibn 
al-Mundhir, and Ibn Abd al-Bar, Ibn al-Jawzi, al-Qadi Iyad, Ibn Qudamah, Ibn 
al-Salah, an-Nawawi, al-Qurtubi, and Ibn Taymiyyah, Ibn al-Qayyim, Ibn 
Muflih, Ibn Rajab, Ibn Hajar al-Asqalani, Ibn Hajar al-Haytami, and others, 
and even more informative than that al-Qadi Iyad and al-Kafi al-Tunisi have 
quoted consensus of kufr(disbelief) of the one who made it permissible to 
sing. 2 


If singing has been mentioned and prohibited in the Qur’an and Sunnah, and 
the scholars are unanimously agreed on that, then singing of the Qur’an is a 
further disregard for this prohibition - even if singing is from earnestness and 
not from joking or playing - and it is like saying; (In the Name of Allah) when 
drinking wine - and we seek refuge with Allah - the statement is permissible, 
but stating it and drinking wine after is a disregard and offense to the name 
of Allah Almighty who forbids drinking. As some scholars said, if a man 
drinks alcohol and says Bismillah(in the name of Allah) or says it when 
committing zina(unlawful sexual intercourse), it is kufr(disbelief).? 


It is a mockery in terms of playing with the Qur'an and in terms of belittling 
the prohibition. 
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02 RULING ON INCLUDING 
SOME OF THE QUR'AN IN 
PROSE OR POETRY 


die a Toa e a ob ineiuidins tie a aT To 
Know that occurrence of the Noble Qur'an in prose or poetry has two forms: 


The First Representation: “Citation”; its mentioned in the ayat of the 
Qur’an as they are without change, and this citation is in two cases: 


Kirsi Case: The one who uses it should point out that it is the word of Allah, 
glory be to Him, and that is in prose towards the words of the jurists and 
others when citing the verse “Because of the Almighty’s saying ..” then 
mention the verse, and in poetry, like the words of Abd al-Qaher al-Baghdadi: 


Oh he who behaved, then assaulted, then committed then he finished, then groaned, then confessed 
Rejoice in the words of Allah, in His ayat "if they desist, they will be forgiven for what has passed" 


Second Casc: The one does not make it clear or does not know that it is the 
saying of Allah, Glory be to Him, but the context of the speech and the 
presumptions indicate what is meant in the verses, such as narrating a 
number of verses or mentioning a verse that cannot be said by a human being 
towards another such as “I did not create the jinn and mankind except to 
worship Me’[Adh-Dhariyat 56] and so on. 


The Second Representation: Excerption, and this has elaboration to it: 
First Requirement: in its definition: the quotation is intended: the speaker to 
include in his speech - whether poetry or prose - something from the Qur’an, 


in a way that does not give notice that it is from the Qur’an 


Second Requirement: In its types: The quotation is divided according to the 
words in which it was mentioned, and it is two types: 


pn 1O 
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That the quotation in prose is similar to what a preacher says 
in his khutbah(sermon) “He is the One Who has sent His Messenger with 
‘true’ guidance and the religion of truth, making it prevail over all others” 
[As-Saf 9] and the like. 


that the quotation should be in the poetry: as Abu al-Atahia 
said: 


Praise be to Allah, The One, The Eternal He who is neither born nor begotten 


It is divided according to the meaning that will be given to it, into two types as 
well: 


One: As long as the verse has not been transferred from its original meaning, 
and from it is the saying of Abu Tammam: 


It might have been what | feared they would be We belong to Allah, we shall return 
Two: what the verse was transferred from in its original meaning, as Ibn al- 
Roumi said: 


If | make a mistake in your praise what did | do wrong? 


I left myself "in an uncultivated valley" 


His saying: "In an uncultivated valley” is a quote from the Noble Qur'an, as it 
was mentioned in the Qur’an|[Ibrahim 37] 

Al-Karim means in a valley other than “Makkah Al-Mukarramah,” so the poet 
transferred it from this meaning to a figurative meaning: "There is no benefit 
nor good in it." 


The Third Requirement: Regarding the ruling on quoting: The scholars 
differed in the ruling on quoting? Before we mention their disagreement, we 
want to set out the subject of the dispute as follows: 

First: The scholars agreed on the impermissibility of quoting about 


promiscuity and immoral councils. 
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Second: The scholars agreed that quoting from the Qur'an makes the quoted 
text forbidden to be applied to something that does not belong to it, other 
than this they differed on doctrines: 


The First doctrine: Some of the People of Knowledge - and it was narrated on 
the authority of the Malikis - went to the absolute in prohibiting using the 
Qur'an in prose or poetry and the emphasis on this is due to the sanctity of 
the Holy Qur'an. 


The Second doctrine: Some of the People of Knowledge including an-Nawawi, 
al-Baqlani, and others, have held that it is permissible in prose rather than 
poetry because Allah, Glory be to Him, has excluded poetry from the Qur'an. 


The Third Doctrine: Regular Speech, which is that citation is of three types: 
1) Acceptable: It is what was in speeches, sermons, and vows. 
2) Permissible: It is what was in poetry, messages, and stories.. 


5) It is rejected: and it is of two kinds: one: what Allah ascribes to Himself and 
the speaker transmits it to himself. The second: the inclusion in a verse of 
words that contain the meaning of humor. as-Suyuti agreed 


Ibn Muflih said in [al-Adab al-Shari’ah: 2/289]: Chapter: On quoting by 
including some of the Qur’an in the poetry and prose: Ibn Aqeel was asked 
about placing words and verses from the Qur’an in the last chapters of an 
exhortation sermon? 


He said: The Qur’an’s inclusion of objectives that are similar to the Qur’an’s 
intent is okay to improve speech, and this includes writing letters to the 
polytheists which include ayat, in order to invite them to Islam. As for 
including corrupt words, it is not permissible, as the books of the innovators 
have sung in poetry. 


He shames them and gives you victory over them and heals the breasts of a believing people 
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The poet did not deny that when he intended to praise the Shari’ah and 
glorify the esteem of its people, and the inclusion of the Qur'an in poetry was 
justified for the correctness of the intent and the soundness of the situation. 


And what is correct with regard to prose in khutbah, sermons, and the like is 
its permissibility for its coming from the actions of the Prophet, may Allah 
bless him and grant him peace, similar to what came in the authentic chain 
of transmission - in the conquest of Khaybar - “Allahu Akbar! Khaybar is 
ruined! If we approach a nation, then miserable is the morning of those who 
are warned.” [Bukhari 5647]. And towards his saying, may the salah and 
salam [of Allah] be upon him, “When someone with whose religion and 
character you are satisfied asks your daughter in marriage, accede to his 
request. If you do not do so there will be temptation in the earth and 
extensive corruption.” [Mishkat al-Masabih 3090], and other texts - and there 
are many - 


Sipe sis ble ermers ee that does not inclu #EEEBsWMakhaYI3 
ironi the Quran: 


Ruling on singing words that include some of the verses in the previous 
forms. 


The First Form: which is “Citation” meaning that he mentions one or more 
verses from the Qur’an as being from the Qur'an, whether he stipulates that 
or this is known by the presumptions, and the aforementioned has been 
previously discussed in the first chapter. Because the aforementioned is part 
of the Qur'an and has the sanctity of the Qur'an unanimously. Therefore, if 
someone disbelieves in a single verse or doubts it, he will have apostatized 
from Islam and this is agreed upon unanimously - as established by the 
People of Knowledge and Jurisprudence in their books - as well as in this 
issue of ours. 
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= it has become clear from the scholars’ disagreement about 
it that whoever permitted it stipulated that it be in a gather other than 
promiscuity and jest and that it is only to establish the sanctity of what was 
quoted from the Qur’an even if it departed from being from the Qur’an. So 
whoever sings anything of the excerpted text from the Qur’an has done an act 
that is forbidden and is a compound of two aspects: 


First Aspect: The original prohibition of singing on which the scholars 
unanimously agreed. 


Second Aspect: The prohibition of singing what includes some of the ayat - 
even if he intended by them other than Qur’an. 


This is what is easy to include here. 
and Allah knows best 


and may the salah and salam [of Allah] be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his 
family, and his companions. 


pn 14 
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1. Tafsir al-Tabari 30/150 
2. This is not correct, and see what is said in them in detail in (Fasl al-Khatab) 157-164. 


3. See (Lisan al-Hakaam) 416. 

4. See the details of this issue in: Risala al-Suyuti entitled (Raising the Bass and Uncovering the 
Confusion in the Paradigm of the Qur'an and Quoting" in (al-Hawi al-Fatawa) 1/344-377, and 
(Sharh al-Zargani) 3/65, and (Tanwir al-Hawalik)2/24, and (Manahil al-Irfan) 1/296, and 
(‘Abjad al-Uloom) 2/491, and (Subh al-Asha) 1/234, and Kuwaiti Fiqh Encylopedia (6/17) 


5. See the references mentioned at the beginning of chapter 2 


pn 15 


A11 praise belongs to Allah, the Lord of creation. May 
the salah and salam [of Allah] be upon our prophet 





Muhammad, his family, and his companions ajma “in. 


Sp | 


Any good is from Allah, and any mistakes in this 
translation is from the publisher - not from 
Shaykh Nasr al-Fahd. 


May Allah hasten his release 
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